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Division of Research Government Relations and Research Advocacy Newsletter: November 2025
Thank you to everyone who engaged in October’s call to action. DR submitted comments to IES’s RFI emphasizing NCSER’s distinct mission and the centrality of students with disabilities in federal research. This month’s focus is the OSEP layoffs and what they mean for special education services and the research-to-practice pipeline. See the funding updates and resources below for more specific impacts and next steps.
Mass OSEP Layoffs Raise Concerns for Research and Implementation
In mid-October, the U.S. Department of Education eliminated over 100 positions within OSEP, leaving only a small number of staff to oversee critical programs such as technical assistance centers, teacher preparation grants, and program evaluation. These staff reductions risk delays in grant oversight, weakened support for state data systems, and disruptions to research-to-practice translation. DR and other partner organizations are urging reversal and transparency on next steps. Please see the following important links related to this topic.
• CEC blog: Mass Layoffs at Office for Special Education Programs Put Special Education in Jeopardy  exceptionalchildren.org
• USCCR report context: teacher shortages and weakened systems harm outcomes for students with disabilities  U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
• Coalition statements calling for reversal of layoffs at OSE  ncld.org+2
DR Submits Comments to IES
DR filed comments to IES’s RFI on strengthening research, data, evaluation, and dissemination. Specifically, we underscored the need to maintain NCSER’s leadership and practitioner-relevant research that advances IDEA priorities and emphasizes evidence-base intervention. 
In Case You Missed It: Research-Relevant Coverage
· CEC’s Executive Director Chad Rummel discussed the fallout of OSEP layoffs: CNN appearance: exceptionalchildren.org
· NPR/1A segment: What cuts to the Department of Education mean for special education. the1a.org
USCCR: Civil Rights Risks for Students with Disabilities
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights released a report on how shortages and instability affect students with disabilities, with implications for research and capacity-building  U.S. Commission on Civil RightsAdditional Reporting & Roundups
• K-12 Dive explainer on the RIFs affecting OSEP K-12 Dive
• Disability Scoop on the court order temporarily halting ED’s special education layoffs disabilityscoop.com
Policy Homework for November!
1. Amplify: Share CEC’s OSEP post and credible news links in your networks. exceptionalchildren.org
2. Stay engaged: Track weekly updates via CEC Policy Insider / Take Action  exceptionalchildren.org
3. Show the impact: When advocating, cite outcomes from OSEP/NCSER-funded work to illustrate why staffing and stable funding matter!
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